A.  He told us how he loaded it, how he put
the one stick in.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  Did he use stemming? Did he
go 18 inches?

A.  I don't remember.  I don't remember that
part of it.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  Was it confined?
A.  I don't remember that, no, sir.

Mr. Bealmear testified that he loaded the shot hole in
question with one stick of powder, tamped the hole, and
pulled back on the wire to insure that the powder did not
drop through the hole.  He confirmed that he stemmed the hole
by inserting "water dummies" behind the powder (Tr. 132-133).
He confirmed that he had spoken with certain state inspectors
when the Kentucky State Department of Mines investigated the
incident.  When asked about a statement attributed to him in
the state report that he "felt the powder push through but
that he pulled in back in place" (exhibit P-10, pg. 5),
Mr. Bealmear explained that the powder did not fall through
the hole and that he simply pulled back on the wire to make
sure the powder was still sliding in the hole (Tr. 172-173,
176).

Mr. Bealmear stated that the drill hole which he loaded
had been previously drilled and shot from the other side but
did not go all the way through.  He did not know the depth of
the hole and he conceded that after pulling the wire to
insure that the powder was sliding in the hole, he did not
push the powder all the way back to the end of the loose hole
(Tr. 176-178).  He also conceded that he knew the coal would
shoot through but did not know that it would ignite (Tr,
178).

Referring to a sketch of the scene of the 'detonation,
(exhibit R-l), Mr, Bealmear conceded that his prior shot from
the number 3 entry could possibly have weakened or fractured
the coal in that area.  He confirmed that the back of the
hole which he loaded from the number 4 entry side would be
the area which he had previously shot (Tr. 166).  Given these
circumstances, he expected that the coal would blow through
but never expected an ignition to occur because he did not
believe that coal blowing through the hole could ignite meth-
ane or coal dust (Tr. 167).
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